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INTERV I  EWE R:  Steve  Francis 


INTERVIEWEE :  Mrs.  John  (Gladys)  Goodwin 

INTERVIEWER:  This  is  an  interview  with  Mrs.  John  (Gladys) 

Goodwin  for  the  Joliet  Junior  College  Oral  History  Program  by 
Steve  Francis  at  her  home  on  June  13,  1975,  at  1:15. 

FRANCIS:  Mrs.  Goodwin,  let's  start  with  the  story  of  how 
your  father  came  to  this  area. 

GOODWIN:  My  father,  Dr.  Francis  A.  Williams,  was  born 
September  21,  1855,  in  Westerville,  Ohio.  He  said  that  when 
he  was  a  boy  children  played  war  games,  as  it  was  then  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War.  He  lived  across  the  street  from  Otterbein 
College  and  graduated  there.  Then  he  took  his  medical  courses 
and  graduated  from  Ohio  State  Uniyersity  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

My  mother,  Ada  Hippensteel  ,  came  from  North  Manchester , 
Indiana,  to  attend  Otterbein.  They  were  married  about  1890 
and  lived  in  Atwood,  Indiana,  for  a  year.  My  father's  aunts, 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Garrett  and  Mrs.  William  Gundy  who  had  settled  in 
Ritchey  some  years  previously  kept  writing  to  him  to  come  here 
as  there  was  no  doctor  nearer  than  Wilmington.  So  he  came 
in  1891 . 

FRANCIS :  When  I  hear  Wilmington,  that  kind  of  throws  me  for 

a  loop  because  it  doesn't  sound  that  far  away  to  me.  I 
guess  that's  just  a  sign  of  the  times. 

GOODWIN:  Because  those  were  horse^-and-buggy  days. 
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FRANC  I S :  How  many  horses  did  he  have? 

GOODWIN :  He  had  three  at  different  times. 

FRANCIS :  And  did  he  have  any  more  than  one  buggy  to  make 

sure  he  was  rolling? 

GOODWIN :  Yes,  he  had  what  we  called  a  top  buggy.  It  had 

a  winter  top  and  then  there  was  a  two-seated  buggy  when  he 
took  the  family. 

FRANCIS ;  What  did  he  do  i  n  the  winter? 

GOODWIN ;  He  had  a  cutter  which  was  drawn  by  one  horse. 

W.hen  roads  were  impassable  with  mud  or  snow,  he  rode  horse¬ 
back. 

FRANCIS ;  In  the  wi.nterti.jne  obviously  there  weren't  heaters 
i;n  the  cutter.  What  did  he  do  to  keep  warm? 

GOODWIN ;  Well,  I  think  he  probably  did  as  my  brother,  Walter, 
and  I  did  when  we  droye  to  Wilmington  to  high  school.  We 
heated  a  big,  flat  stone  at  night.  Putting  that  at  our  feet 
in  the  buggy  to  keep  us  warm.  These  buggies  had  what  they 
called  a  winter  top.  It  was  sort  of  a  big  windshield  that 
was  in  the  front  to  keep  the  cold  winds  from  biting  too  hard. 

FRANCIS :  Where  in  Wesley  township  did  he  finally  settle? 

GOODW I N ;  In  the  house  in  Ri  tchey  which  is  occupied  now  by 
the  Robert  Gundy  family. 


FRANCIS:  Was  his  office  there  too? 
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GOODWIN:  Yes,  his  office  was  in  the  house. 

FRANCIS:  Now,  my  idea  would  be  that  they  didn't  have  drug¬ 

stores  back  then.  How  did  he  get  the  medicine? 

GOODWIN :  Well,  there  were  three  companies  in  Chicago  where 

he  ordered  medicines.  Salesmen  very  often  came  into  his 
office  to  get  his  orders.  The  companies  were  Truax  Green 
&  Co.,  Parke-Davi.s,  and  Eli  Lilly  &  Co.,-  the  two  latter  are 
still  in  existence.  I  don't  know  about  Truax  Green- -whet her 
it  is  or  not.  He  kept  medicines  in  his  office.  There  were 
shelves  with  bottles  and  bottles  of  medicines  which  he  gave 
to  his  patients.  There  weren't  many  drugstores  then  so  he 
kept  a  supply  of  medicines  on  hand. 

FRANC  I S ;  Would  he  jnake  his  own  pills? 

-  r* 

GOODWIN:  I  can't  remember  that  he  ever  made  any  pills.  I 

think  not.  But  I  know  my  brother  and  I  filled  quinine  cap- 
sules--many  of  them—because  he  used  these  capsules  for  colds. 
My  father  paid  us  50  cents  per  hundred  for  filling  them. 

FRANC  I S ;  Do  you  have  any  early  childhood  recollections  of 
your  father  that  are  particulary  special  to  you? 

GQODW IN ;  Oh  yes,  I  have  many  because  he  played  with  us  when 
we  were  young  and  he  was  always  thinking  of  entertainment 
for  us.  He  and  one  of  our  student  pastors  made  a  tennis 
court  across  from  the  church  and  they  played  with  all  the 
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young  people.  There  were  a  good  many  young  people  in 
Ritchey  at  that  time  and  we  used  to  gather  together  even¬ 
ings  and  play  "Hide  and  Go  Seek"  and  "Run,  Sheep,  Run;"  but, 
when  we  heard  a  bugle  call  on  my  father's  cornet  at  9  p  .  m .  » 
we  knew  it  was  time  to  go  home. 

FRANCIS;  Today  we  have  the  telephones,  to  get  bold  of  a  doc¬ 
tor.  What  did  you  do  back  then? 

QOODWI N :  Well,  we  had  three  telephones.  There  was  a  rural 
telephone  where  you  would  just  ring;  everybody  had  a  differ¬ 
ent  number  and  you  called  your  own  party.  That  was  the  first 
telephone.  Then  the  Northwestern  Telephone  Company  came  in 
and  the  Chicago  Bell  which  was  the  foundation  of  the  Bell 
Telephone  now,  I  imagine.  We  had  to  have  all  three  so  we 
would  be  in  touch  with  the  different  patients  who  had  tele¬ 
phones. 

FRANCES ;  Did  you  often  have  to  stay  here  to  answer  the  phone? 

GQQDW I N :  Yes?  we  had  to  take  turns  at  listening  for  the 
telephone  when  our  father  was.  out  on  calls. 

FRANCIS :  Now  how  many  babies  did  he  deliyer? 

GOODWIN ;  Well,  we  know  at  least  500  in  the  community.  He 
doctored  the  people  in  Wesley  Township,  Custer  Park  and 
Florence  Townships,  and  there  were  some  over  the  line  in 
Kankakee  County  also. 
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FRANCIS :  Are  there  any  still  around  that  he  delivered? 

GOODWIN :  Oh  yes,  there  are  quite  a  good  many,  I  think. 

Mildred  Wurtz  Joyce,  Helen  Hiles,  and  some  would  remember  the 
Loud o ns  and  the  Wenstrom  family,  Helga  Smith  and  Alma 
Kirschner  being  of  the  latter  family.  And  then  there  was 
the  Harding  family  who  had  14  children.  He  delivered  all 
14  of  them  and  he  was  very  proud  of  them. 

FRANC  IS ;  I  can  imagine.  How  much  would  it  cost  to  have  a 
5 a by  del  Iyer ed? 

GOODWIN ;  Well,  we  think  it  was  around  $5  in  the  very  early 
days.  I  think  it  was  more  as  time  went  on.  I  know  one  who 
said  it  was.  $25  in  the  more  recent  days.  Do  you  want  to 
know  about  his  nurses? 

FRANCIS;  Sure . 

GOODWIN ;  One  was  Miss  Alice  Mason,  who  was  a  graduate  nurse 
and  half-sister  of  Mrs.  Kitty  Nash  who  kept  house  for  Mr. 

T.  J.  Diyen.  They  lived  where  the  Guse  family  lives  now. 

Miss  Mason  often  assisted  in  his  baby  cases,  and  she  said 
that  he  was  always  so  calm  and  cool  and  never  excited.  And 
then  there  was  Mrs.  James  McGrath,  Sr.  who  was  a  very  good 
practical  nurse  and  stayed  in  the  homes  the  required  ten 
days  after  the  babies  were  born.  Mrs.  McGrath  had  him 
deliver  her  own  daughter  and  sons.  Andthen  Mrs.  Adeleen 
Warriner,  daughter  in  turn,  had  him  for  her  daughter,  Sharon. 
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She  was  living  in  Joliet  at  the  time,  and  they  sent  down  to 
Ritchey  for  him  to  come. 

FRANCIS :  Is  there  anything  in  particular  that  you  remember 

about  his  office? 

GOODWIN :  Well,  of  course»there  was  no  electricity  then  so 

he  had  what  was  called  an  angle  lamp.  It  burned  kerosene. 

It  was  a  fixture  with  a  mantle  and  gaye  yery  good  light  for 
that  time.  Then  I  remember  he  had— I  don't  know  what  it 
was  called-^-but  it  had  heat  inside  of  it  that  people  who 
had  rheumatism  or  anything  like  that  could  have  a  heat 
treatment.  Of  course,  he  had  a  coal-  and  wood-burning  stove 
for  heat  and  a  big  easy  chair  and  a  black  leather  couch. 

All  of  h/Ls.  medicines  were  there. 

FRANCIS:  What  were  some  of  his  medicines? 

GOODWIN;  Well,  calci.din  was  one  we  remember  for  colds,  and 
there  was  an  ammonium  chloride  for  sore  throat.  It  was  sort 
of  salty--not  bad.  And  there  was  Iodex  ointment  and  Numo- 
ti.zine  for  chest  congestion.  Some  of  those  are  still  avail¬ 
able.  Microzotai  was  very  much  like  Listerine  and  it  was 
used  for  mouthwash  and  gargle.  Extract  -of-mal t  was  used  for 
tonic,  effervescent  salts  for  a  laxative,  epsom  salts  for 
hot  baths  and  sprains,  oi 1 -of -c 1 o ves  for  toothaches,  and 
quinine  for  colds.  He  also  had  some  dental  instruments. 

Once  in  a  while  he  would  have  to  pull  someone's  tooth  and 
he  could  do  that.  Helen  Killey  says  she  remembered  when 
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he  took  care  of  a  very  painful  ingrown  toenail  for  her. 
So  it  seemed  he  took  care  of  nearly  all  the.  emergencies 
that  he  was  able  to. 


FRANCIS  : 

Did  he  ever  have  to  use  a  hospital  at  any  time. 

GOODWIN: 

Yes,  when  surgery  was  necessary  he  went  to  Silver 

Cross  with  his  patients.  I  think  he  didn't  go  as  often  as 
they  do  now  because  of  transportation  and  the  time  element. 
And  babies  were  always  taken  care  of  in  the  homes. 


FRANCIS : 

Did  he  ever  perform  any  actual  surgery  at  Silver 

Cross  ? 


GOODWIN; 

No,  he  was  not  a  surgeon.  He  was  there  and  assisted 

probably 

if  necessary,  but  he  was  a  real  family  doctor. 

FRANCIS  : 

When  did  he  finally  get  his  first  car? 

-  *  ■ 

GOODWIN; 

In  1912. 

FRANCIS: 

Do  you  remember  what  kind  it  was? 

GOODWIN; 

An  Overland. 

FRANCIS  ; 

It  was  probably  a  big  thing. 

GOODWIN: 

Oh.  yes.  There  weren't  very  many  of  them  around 

at  that  time. 

FRANCIS ;  I  have  heard  people  used  to  barter  instead  of 


paying  bills  with  cash.  Did  Dr.  Williams  ever  barter? 
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GOODWI N :  Yes,  very  often  patients  brought  produce  from 
their  gardens,  chickens,  and  hay  or  corn  for  his  horses 
because,  of  course,  he  didn't  have  those  things  in  our 
home  in  Ritchey.  Then  we  did  move  to  a  farm  in  1913. 

FRANC  I  $ :  To  this  farm? 

GOODW I N :  No,  where  the  John  Gall  family  lived  and  just 
have  sold  the  property  to  the  state.  It  was  on  top  of  a 
hill--a  site  that  he  had  long  admired,  hoping  that  he  might 
live  there.  When  he  had  an  opportunity  to  buy  it>he  did 
and  raised  fruits  and  watermelons  in  the  gardens.  He 
loved  to  do  this  for  relaxation. 

FRANC  I  $ :  What  did  he  do  as  far  as  church  and  that  sort  of 
thing? 

.  0  * 

GOODWIN :  Well,  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  church  in 

Ritchey, because  when  he  first  came  here, they  didn't  have 
the  church  building  at  that  time  and  they  were  holding 
services  in  what  was  a  store  building  which  is  now  the 
town  hall.  Church  services  were  upstairs  on  the  second 
floor.  He  assisted  a  great  deal  in  organizing  the  church 
and  the  school  districts.  He  played  his  cornet  in  Sunday 
School.  My  brother  played  the  trombone  and  I  played  the 
piano.  We  had  a  little  Sunday  School  orchestra  for  a  good 
many  years.  He  was  very  faithful  at  church.  My  mother  was 
Sunday  School  superintendent. 
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FRANCIS :  You  are  still  playing  the  organ  at  Ritchey? 

GOODWIN :  Well,  I  started  again  when  our  other  organist 

had  to  resign.  I've  just  been  filling  in  until  someone 
else  will  take  it  over. 

FRANCIS :  Was  there  anything  else  that  you  remember  about 

your  dad's  practice? 

GOODWIN ;  When  he  went  to  Custer  Park,  of  course,  there  was 
no  bridge  across  the  river  closer  than  Wilmington,  and  that 
meant  that  much  more  driving.  So  he  drove  to  the  Wabash 
Railroad  Bridge.  When  he  got  in  the  village,  if  the  people 
lived  in  the  country,  they  met  him  in  Custer  Park  and  took 
him  out  to  their  homes.  After  we  moved  out  to  the  farm, 

i 

we  were  very  near  the  river  and  he  would  go  across  the 
river  in  a  boat--a  little  rowboat--and  they  would  meet 
him  on  the  other  side  and  take  him  to  their  homes  there. 

FRANCIS :  You  were  mentioning  the  store  in  Ritchey.  My 

idea  of  the  Ritchey  store  is  the  one  where  the  gas  station 
was  . 

GOODWIN;  Yes. 

FRANCIS:  Was  that  not  always  the  store? 

GOODWIN :  No,  the  store  was  where  the  town  hall  is  now. 

It  was  a  store  building  and  had  a  second  floor  which  was 
sort  of  a  hall --a  dance  hall.  And  then  there  was  another 
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store  just  around  the  corner.  They  were  very  close.  But 
it  wasn't  there  as  long  as  the  first  store..  There  was  a 
Mr.  Loudon  who  operated  the  one  store,  and  also  Mr.  Leusure 
and  Mr,  Herman  Smith  were  storekeepers  at  different  times. 

So  that  was  the  gas  station,  store,  and  post  office  that 
came  into  existence  later.  In  more  recent  years  our  post 
office  was  united  with  Wilmington. 

FRANCIS :  Back  in  your  childhood  days,  where  did  you  go  to 

s  c  ho  o  1  ? 

GOODWIN :  Well,  there  was  the  little  Ritchey  School.  It 
is  now.  the  Church  of  Christ.  All  the  rural  schools  were 
discontinued  when  we  were  joined  with  the  Wilmington-Lorenzo 
district,  but  that's  where  I  went  to  the  elementary  grades. 

I  don't  know  whether  the  building  changed  very  much.  On 
the  outside  it  looks,  the  same  as  it  always  did.  They  are 
having  very  good  success  with  the  church  over  there. 

FRANCIS ;  Was.  there  ever  a  livery  in  Ritchey?  A  livery 
stab! e? 

GOODWIN :  Oh  no,  I. think  not.  I  don't  know  of  any.  There 

was  a  blacksmith  shop  where  the  horses  could  be  shod. 

FRANCIS ;  Where  was  that  located? 

GOODWIN;  Charles  Johnson,  who  was  in  Wilmington  later,  ran 


this  blacksmith  shop.  It  was  about  where  the  old  gas  station 
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is  now.  He's  the  only  one  I  remember  who  was  a  black¬ 
smith.  He  was  a  very  good  one.  My  brother  took  care  of 
my  father's  buggies  and  the  harnesses.  He  oiled  the  harn¬ 
esses  and  greased  the  buggies  to  keep  them  going.  When 
I  was  about  five  years  old,  we  moved  to  Marion,  Indiana, 
where  my  mother's  people  lived.  But  my  father  was  very 
impatient  waiting  for  city  practice  and  his  aunts  kept 
writing  to  him  to  come  back  to  Ritchey  hecause  they  needed 
him  so  much  there.  So  we  came  back  in  about  a  year's  time. 

FRANCIS :  So  his  area  then  was  Custer  and  Florence  and 
Wesley.  How  far  into  Kankakee  County  did  he  ever  go? 

GOODWIN ;  Well,  probably  about  a  mile  or  so  over  the  lines. 
Mr.  Foster  Choate  lived  about  a  mile  from  the  county  line 
with  Iris  family,  the  Ellsworth  Mil  ton's,  and  their  sons. 
There  was  also  the  Beckwith  family  who  liyed  on  the  line. 

I  helieve  there  was  a  Hartman  family.  I  don't  remember 
them  but  my  brother  did.  He  said  they  had  ten  children. 

FRANC  I S ;  Was  there  any  particular  illness  or  something 
that  was  going  around  at  any  time  that  you  particularly 
remember? 

GOODWIN:  We  had  mumps,  chicken  pox,  and  all  the  childhood 

diseases,  of  course.  We  were  vaccinated  for  smallpox. 

I  remember  a  few  serious  cases  of  diptheria.  Mildred  Joyce 
told  of  when  .they  had  moved  to  Wilmington  and  she  had 
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diptheria.  One  of  the  treatments  that  my  father  gave 
her  was  to  bring  her  a  watermelon  that  he  had  grown  in  his 
garden.  0  course,  that  wasn't  a  treatment,  but  he  just 
gave  it  as  a  special  treat  for  her.  She  must,  have  been 
getting  better  then.  He  dropped  the  first  one  when  get¬ 
ting  out  of  his  buggy,  but  he  brought  her  another  one  the 
next  day. 

FRANCIS ;  What  at  that  time  during  your  childhood  was  the 
most  feared  disease  or  illness? 

GOODWIN:  I  expect  diptheria  probably  and,  of  course, 

smallpox,  because  I  know  we  were  vaccinated  for  smallpox 
seyeral  times.  The  childhood  diseases  were  not  so  serious, 
of  course.  We  had  no  penicillin  at  that  time  so  illnesses 
took  a  little  longer  in  recovery. 

FRANCIS ;  When  you  were  talking  earlier  about  the  tele¬ 
phones,  one  time  there  were  three  different  telephones 
in  the  house,  right? 

GOODWIN;  Yes. 

FRANCIS :  And  three  companies  owned  them? 

GOODWIN :  Yes.  Of  course,  the  rural,  the  first  little 

telephone  we  had,  was  just  owned  by  the  people  who  put 
them  in.  It  was  a  sort  of  cooperative  company.  There  were 
no  other  telephones  when  that  was.  first  put  in  and  each 
one  had  their  own  ring--maybe  it  would  be  one  long  or  five 
shorts.  Everybody  got  everyone  else's  ring.  Then  these 
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other  companies  came  in.  They  were  more  efficient  and 
began  to  reach  out  to  more  people. 

FRANCIS:  Do  you  remember  back  to  before  the  telephone? 

GOODWIN:  No,  I  don't  really.  Some  people  didn't  have  a 

telephone  and  they  would  come  to  the  house  when  they  needed 
him.  He  always  went,  night  or  day,  whenever  he  was  called. 

FRANC  I S :  Was  there  any  special  stretch  where  he  might  have 
delivered  an  awful  lot  of  babies  in  a  short  amount  of  time? 

GOODWIN :  Well,  yes.  Mildred  Joyce  told  me  that  she,  Helen 
Htles,  and  William  Wurtz  were  delivered  in  three  days'  time. 

I  was  talking  with  Gene  Butterfield  who  said  that  there 
were  three  babies  delivered  in  one  day  disrupting  the  Thanks¬ 
giving  dinners  of  several  families.  Hugh  Loudon,  Doris 
Hazleton  Noble  and  Isabel  Hanford  01mstead--those  three  were 
delivered  in  one  day  in  twenty-four  hour's  time.  So  he 
was  busy.  There  were  a  couple  pictures  in  my  father's 
office  that  I  wanted  to  mention.  One' was.  a  "Ray  of  Hope." 

I  think  it  was  a  picture  that  was  in  many  doctors'  offices 
at  that  time.  It  was  a  child  on  a  bed  made  from  chairs 
and  the  doctor  was  there.  There  was  a  light  streaming 
down  onto  this,  little  patient.  That  was  such  a  precious 
picture.  Then  we  had  a  big  picture  of  our  first  horse. 

His  name  was  Old  Tom.  Those  two  and  his  certificate,  his 
diploma  in  medicine,  of  course,  were  on  the  wall. 

^OLiiiT  JUr-iivJ-  ,  LULlcGL  LLwVRY 
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FRANCIS  :  What  kind  of  records  would  he  keep  on  the  families? 

GOQDW I N :  Well,  he  had  ledgers,  I  know,  for  keeping  records 
of  the  cases  and  the  financial  records.  I  used  to  help, 
him  in  sending  out  statements.  As  we  said,  some  of  the 
hills  were  paid  in  produce  and  things  that  could  be  raised 
on  the  farm.  Fred  Hiles  paid  in  labor.  He  and  his  family 
liyed  where  Mrs.  William  Hiles  lives  now.  Mr.  Hiles  used 
to  come  up  with  two  big  black  horses  and  assist  my  father 
because  we  weren't  equipped  for  farm  work.  It  wasn't  a  very 
large  farm,  hut  still  we  needed  some  manpower  and  horsepower. 

FRANC  I S  :  Had  your  dad  retired  before  he  died? 

GOODWIN ;  No,  not  really.  The  last  year  he  wasn't  well,  but 
he  practiced  up  until  that  last  year.  He  had  to  have  surgery 
In  October  of  1 3 5  and  he  passed  away  in  December.  He  was 
very  actiye  up  until  then. 

FRANC  I S :  Can  you  remember  him  ever  going  through  periods 
of  frustration  of  not  being  able  to  do  something  for  any¬ 
body  ? 

GOODWIN:  He  was  very  eyen -tempered  and  I  think  perhaps 

that's  one  reason  why  he  liked  to  be  out  on  the  farm.  If 
he  did  feel  that  way, he  could  go  out  in  his  garden  or  his 
strawberry  patch  or  do  things  like  that  that  would  help 
oyer  those  times.  He  was  a  wonderful  father. 
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FRANCIS :  Your  father  didn't  live  long  into  the  depression, 

but  did  it  have  any  particular  effect  on  your  lifestyle? 

GOODW I N :  Well,  I  know  we  went  through  it  together  and  it  did 
make  a  difference  because  everybody  was  all  in  the  same 
boat . 

FRANCIS;  Did  you  keep  your  money  at  home  or  did  you  bank? 

GOODWIN :  My  father  kept  his  money  in  the  bank  in  Wilming¬ 
ton.  The  doctors  in  Wilmington  were  all  good  friends  and 
assisted  Kim  whenever  he  needed  them.  Dr.  Curtiss,  Dr. 
Willard,  and  Dr.  Carlin  were  his  consultants.  One  time  the 
youngest  of  the  Harding's  14  children  had  a  siege  of 
abscesses.  My  father  called  Dr.  Carlin  to  come  out  to  lance 
some  of  the  abscesses  and  help  him  through  that  siege. 

FRANC  I S :  What  effects  do  you  remember  of  prohibition? 

GOODWIN:  Well,  I  know  he  had  a  few  cases  of  delirium 
tremens  before  prohibition,  (laughter).  I  don't  know  that 
he  had  very  many  serious  problems  other  than  these  few.  A 
very  close  neighbor  used  to  get  spells  of  seeing  things 
and  my  dad  would  go  over  to  his  home--  J  don't  know  what 
he  did;  he  gave  him  a  shot  of  some  kind,  I  suppose,  to  get 
him  over  the  hallucinations  that  he  was  having. 

FRANCIS ;  You  had  talked  about  some  pink  stuff  that  you 
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GOODWIN :  Oh,  numotizine*  It's  sort  of  an  ointment.  We 

used  to  spread  it  on  a  cloth  and  put  it  on  your  chest 
if  that's  where  the  pain  was.  It  dried  and  then  in  the 
morning  it  was  better  and  it  was  washed  off. 

FRANCIS:  What  was  the  name  that  you  had  for  it? 

GOODWIN :  Pink  plaster  (daughter).  My. grandchildren  and 

my  son,  our  family,  we  all  use  it  still  if  we  need  it.  It 
doesn't  smell  too  good,  but  it's  effective.  (laughter). 

FRANCES :  As  long  as  it  works. 

GOODWIN :  I  don't  know  whether  Kayeny's  and  Tom  Hunt  just 

keep  it  in  stock  for  us  or  whether  anybody  else  uses  it  or 
not,  but  we  can  still  get  it. 

FRANC  I S ;  What  sort  of  a  vacation  time  would  he  tiave?  It 
seemed  that  he  wouldn't  have  much  time. 

GOODWIN :  Well  no,  but  we  spaced  our  vacations  whenever 

there  wasn't  a  baby  case  due.  My  mother  often  said  she 
had  her  clothes  ready  to  go  whenever  my  father  said  the 
word  that  he  had  a  few  days  between  cases  that  we  could 
go  someplace.  We  went  on  the  train  usually,  of  course.  We, 
as  a  family,  went  to  Niagara  Falls  at  one  time  and  that 
was  a  wonderful  trip  when  we  were  youngsters.  Then  later 
years  we  used  to  driye  to  his  home  in  Westerville,  Ohio, 
to  see  relatives  there. 
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FRANCIS :  That's  interesting,  between  baby  cases,  (laughter). 

I'd  like  to  get  into  a  little  bit  of  history  of  Wesley  Town¬ 
ship.  I'm  thinking  of  Wesley  on  the  Kankakee  River.  Is 
there  anything  about  that  that  you  could  tell  me? 

GOODWIN :  Yes,  we  used  to  go  over  there  to  what  we  called 

"the  big  house"  which  was  owned  by  the  Donnasburger  family. 
They  built  cottages  from  their  house  to  the  river  and 
these  were  rented  out  in  the  summer.  Meals  were  served 
there  and  it  was  sort  of  a  nice  place  to  go  when  you  had 
guests  in  your  borne.  People  could  go  there  to  have  dinner 
out. 

FRANCIS ;  Was  ft  just  pretty  much  for  people  in  this  area? 

GOODWIN :  I  think  so,*  although  the  Donnasburgers  came  from 

Chicago,  and  I  think  they  probably  had  friends  who  came 
down . 

FRANCIS ;  Before,  you  had  mentioned  the  Diven  place  where 
Guse's  live  now.  Do  you  remember  anything  special  about 
tha  t  ? 

GOODWIN:  Well,  I  can  remember  so  well  how  Mr.  Diven  looked. 

He  was  a  wonderfully  fine  looking  man.  He  was  a  lawyer,  I 
believe,  from  Chicago  and  he  built  some  cottages  on  the 
riyer,  too.  He  travelled  all  over  the  world  and  had  a 
museum  of  precious  stones,  Indian  relics,  and  treasures 
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from  all  different  countries.  It  was  really  a  showplace 
to  go  and  see  all  those  wonderful  things.  Mrs.  Fred  Turner 
was  his  daughter.  When  she  left  the  farm>many  of  those  things 
were  taken  to  the  museum  in  Joliet.  I  think  they're  under 
the  name  of  the  Thomas  J.  Diven  Collection. 

FRANCIS;  1 1  ye  heard  a  lot  about  the  argument  oyer  Rt.  102 
and  which,  side  of  the  river  it  should  be  built  on.  Do  you 
remember  when  that  was  put  in- -when  the  old  one  was  put  in? 

GOODWIN ;  I  remember  very  well  going  over  all  those  bumps 
and  holes  that  we  had  for  so  long.  I  know  the  gravel  road 
was  improved  shortly  after  we  moved  out  to  the  farm  and 
that  would  haye  been  about  1913  or  '14.  So  it  was  really 
a  problem  until  about  1929  when  we  finally  had  a  single¬ 
lane  cement  road  on  each  side  of  the  river.  This  was  to 
satisfy  people  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  It  was  called 
113  North  on  this  side  and  113  South  on  the  other  side 
(laughter)  for  a  long  time.  That  was  when  Len  Small  from 
Kankakee  was  Governor  of  Illinois,  and  I  think  it  was  put 
in  during  his  administration. 

FRANCIS :  When  was  the  Ritchey  elevator  built? 

GOODWIN :  It  was  originally  in  Ritchey,  of  course.  The 

railroad  went  through  the  center  of  Ritchey  and  then  they 
raoyed  the  railroad  to  straighten  the  curves.  It  was  moved 
to  what  is  now  Ballou.  Frank  Brunz  and  Walter  Stahl  owned 
the  elevator  and  they  moved  their  houses  up  there,  too. 
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How  they  moved  that  elevator  there  I  don't  know.  .  . 
FRANCIS :  So  the  elevator  that's  at  Ballou  was  in  Ritchey? 

GOODWIN:  Yes. 

FRANCIS ;  I  never  knew  that;  that's  interesting.  Can 
you  give  a  specific  point  of  reference  to  tell  exactly 
where  the  railroad  went  through  Ritchey? 

GOODWIN :  The  road  from  102  to  the  river  is  on  the  old 
right-of-way.  That's  where  the  railroad  was.  It  goes 
by  the  Melyi.n  Ward  used  to  live.  The  old  elevator  was 
about  where  William  Garrett  lives.  Tfie  elevator  and  the 
two  Homes  of  the  men  who  ran  it  were  in  that  block. 

FRANCIS ;  That's  so  interesting.  Is  there  anything  else 
about  Ritchey  that  isn't  the  same?  The  way  it  is  now  is 
the  way  I've  always  known  it. 

GOODWIN:  I  can't  think  right  now  what  else. 

FRAN  CIS:  Were  there  any  disasters  or  railroad  accidents 
in  Ritchey? 

GOODWIN ;  Not  that  I.  recall.  No,  I  don't  know  that  there 
were . 

FRANCIS:  What  did  they  do  in  Wesley  Township  in  case  of 

a  fire? 
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GOODWIN:  The  Wilmington  Fire  Department  came  out,  and 

the  people  paid  what  they  could.  The  church  women 
raised  money  to  help  pay  expenses  at  times.  I  know  Mr. 
Reuben  Garrett's  home  was  burned  down  and  the  house 
next  to  i.t.  That  is  where  the  Kaldorsons  live  now. 

Reuben  Garrett  lived  on  what  became  Melvin  Ward's  home. 
Those  two  homes  were  burned  to  the  ground  one  very  windy 
day.  I  don't  recall  any  other  fires  of  the  residences 
in  Ritchey.  Everybody  had  to  be  careful. 

FRANC  I  $ ;  Was  all  the  shopping  done  right  at  the  one  store 
in  town? 

GOODWIN ;  Yes.,  it  was  mainly  groceries.  They  didn't  carry 
very  much  else.  We  went  to  Wilmington  for  other  things. 

FRANC  I  $ :  How  long,  for  instance,  would  it  take  to  get  *' 
from  Ritchey  to  Wilmington  with  a  horse-and-buggy? 

GOODWIN;  I  expect  around  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  My 
brother  and  I  went  to  four  years  of  High  school  in 
Wilmington  with,  the  hors e-and-bu ggy  . 

FRANCIS:  What  did  you  do  with  your  horse  while  you  were 

a  t  s.  c  ho  o  1  ? 

GQQDW I N ;  Well,  there  was  a  barn  just  down  the  alley  from 
the  school  where  Bud  Des  Rochers  are  now.  It  belonged  to 
Loudons  who  liyed  across  the  alley  in  what  was  later  the 
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Howerton  Home.  They  had  been  former  residents  of  Ritchey 
Then  we  got  our  first  car  the  summer  after  we  graduated 
in  1912.  We  felt  that  we  should  have  had  it  a  little 
sooner  (laughter).  It  didn't  work  out  that  way  because 
they  weren't  so  available  then.  Mr.  Loudon,  I  think, 
had  the  first  car  in  Ritchey,  and  he  used  to  make  all  of 
us  happy  by  gathering  up  all  the  youngsters  and  taking 
them  for  a  ride.  His  car  and  ours,  too,  had  no  top. 

FRANCIS;  When  do  you  first  remember  driying? 

GOODWIN ;  When  did  I  drive?  I  don't  think  I  drove  very 
much  until  after  I  was  through  college  because  I  wasn't 
home  for  four  years,  and  my  father  did  all  the  driving. 

And  Walter,  of  course,  learned  to  drive.  I  didn't 

drive  very  much  then  because  the  car  was  needed  for  other 

things. 

FRANCIS :  You  said  that  there  was  a  Post  Office  in  Ritchey 

we  talked  about  that.  Was  there  mail  delivery,  or  did  you 
go  into  town  to  pick  up  your  mail? 

GOODWIN ;  There  was  mail  delivery,  yes.  They  had  a  rural 
carrier. 

FRANCIS ;  Do  you  remember  who  the  postmaster  was? 

GOODWIN :  This  Mr.  Garrett  who  I  spoke  of,  R.  W.  Garrett, 

was  one  of  the  early  postmasters;  and  they  had  their  Post 
Office  on  their  front  porch.  He  and  his  wife  took  care  of 
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the  mail.  Whether  they  had  a  carrier  then  I  don't  remem¬ 
ber.  It  doesn't  seem  to  me  they  did.  There  were  several 
of  the  Leasure  family,  Arthur  Leasure  and  Emmett  Leasure, 
who  were  the  early  carriers  from  the  Ritchey  Post  Office. 
The  last  Postmaster  was  Charles  Wilson,  assisted  by  his 
wife,  Sadie. 

FRANCIS :  What  did  families  in  Ritch.ey  and  your  family 

do  for  entertainment? 

GjQQDWI  N ;  We  didn't  go  very  far  away  from  home.  There 
were  no  radios,  then,  of  course,  so  we  read  and  played  more 
and  had  more  family  life.  My  father  insisted  that  we  prac¬ 
tice  our  music  often  so  this  took  up  some  of  our  evenings. 
Then,  of  course,  there  were  quite  a  few  young  people 
around  at  that  time,  and  we  used  to  get  together  to  play 
games  evenings. 

FRANCIS :  Something  that  was  new  to  me  a  few  years  ago  was 

the  shivaree.  Can  you  tell  us  what  those  are? 

GOODWIN ;  Well,  after  a  couple  was  married  and  came  back 
from  their  honeymoon,  the  gang  would  all  get  together  mak¬ 
ing  a  lot  of  noise  outside  by  banging  pans,  blowing  horns, 
etc.  until  they  were  i.nyited  in.  They  expected  to  do  that, 
I  think,  because  the  couple  was  always  prepared  with  food. 
Yes.,  that  was  one  of  the  things  they  always  did  after 
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FRANCIS:  Do  you  remember  any  story  that  is  particulary 

special~~one  that  sticks  out  in  your  mind  of  your  life¬ 
time  here  in  Wesley  Township? 

GOODWIN :  I'll  probably  think  after  you're  gone  (laughter). 

We  used  to  go --oh,  the  whole  community  used  to  go  to  New 
Lenox  to  the  camp  grounds.  Do  you  know  where  the  camp 
grounds  used  to  be  up  there?  We  went  on  an  old  Wabash 
train  that  left  Ritchey  early  in  the  morning  around  7 : 3  Q 
or  so.  We  would  take  picnic  dinners  and  all  be  together 
there.  That  was.  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  summertime. 

Oh  yes,  we  always  went  to  the  Kankakee  Fair.  Thursday 
was  the  day  for  the  Wesley  people  to  go  and  have  their  din¬ 
ner  together  and  enjoy  the  fair.  They  used  to  have 
Chautauquas,  too,  in  Kankakee;  and  that  was  always  inter¬ 
esting,  They'd  have  good  talent  and  music.  That  was  close 
to  the  river  in  Kankakee.  One  year  we  went  out  to  Lake 
Chautauqua  in  New  York  and,  I  guess,  that  was  the  origin 
of  the  Chautauquas  all  oyer  the  country.  It  was  a  real 
wonderful  trip.  My  father  had'  a  watermelon  party  one 
time,  and  he  opened  a  watermelon  someway  and  put  a  lot 
of  these  little  black  doll  babies  inside  for  the  seeds  and 
those  were  the  favors  for  the  kids  when  the  watermelon 
was  opened.  Of  course,  I  think  the  church  had  more  things 
to  do  then,  too.  We  had  more  social  life.  The  women  of 
the  church  had  chicken  suppers,  and  we  had  Father-and-Son 
Banquets  and  Mother-and  Daughter  Banquets  and  so  forth. 
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FRANCIS :  That's  all  very  interesting. 

GOODWIN :  Back  to  my  father,  I  remember  when  his  patients 

left  his  office,  my  father's  good-bye  was  always,  "Be  of 
good  Cheer . " 

FRANCIS:  Thank  you  so  much  for  sharing  your  memories  with  us. 

This  has  been  a  very  interesting  interview. 
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Hugh,  17 
Mr.,  25 

Marion  Indiana,  15 
Mason,  Miss  Alice,  9 
McGrath,  Mrs,  James,  Sr.,  9 
medicines,  7,  10 
Microzotai,  (medicine),  10 
Milton,  Ellsworth,  family,  15 
mother,  5,  12,  14 
mumps,  15 
museum,  Divan,  21 
music,  26 

Hash,  Mrs.  Kitty,  9 
New  Lenox,  27 
Hew  York,  27 
Niagra  Falls,  20 
Noble,  Doris  Hazelton,  17 
North  Manchester,  IN,  5 
Northwestern  Telephone 
company,  8 

Numotizine  (medicine),  10,  20 
nurses,  9 

office,  father's,  6-7,  10 
Ohio  State  University,  5 
oil -of-cloves,  medicine,  10 
Olmstead,  Isabel  Hanford,  17 
organ,  13 

Otterbein  College,  5 
Overland  car,  11 

Parke-Davis  Company,  7 
penicillin,  16 
piano,  12 

picture  (in  office),  "Ray 
of  Hope",  17 
pills,  7 

"pink  plaster,"  20 
Prohibition,  19 

quinine,  10 
quinine  capsules,  7 

radios,  26 
railroad,  22,  23 
Ritchey,  5,  8,  10,  12-13,  15, 
22-25,  27 

Ritchey  Post  Office,  25 


Ritchey  School,  14 
river,  13 
Route  102,  22,  23 
Route  113,  N,  22 
Route  113,  S.,  22 
rowboat,  13 

shivaree,  26 

Silver  Cross  Hospital,  11 

Small,  Len,  Governor,  22 

smallpox,  15,  16 

Smith,  Helga,  9 

Stahl,  Walter,  22 

Sunday  School  Superintendent,  12 

telephone(s) ,  8,  16 
tennis  court,  7 
top  buggy,  6 
trombone,  12 

Truax-Green  and  Company,  7 
Turner,  Mr.s  Fred,  22 

Wabash  Railroad  Bridge,  13 
Wabash  Train,  27 
Walter  (brother),  6 
Ward,  Melvin,  23,  24 
Warriner,  Mr.  Aldeleen,9 
Wenstrom  family,  9 
Wesley  Township,  6,  8,  15,  21, 
23,  27 

Westerville,  Ohio,  5,  20 
Willard,  Dr.,  19 
Williams,  Dr.  Francis,  5,  11 
Wilmington,  5,  6,  13-15,  19, 

24 

Wilmington  Fire  Department, • 24 
Wilmington-Lorenzo  District,  14 
.Wurtz,  William,  17 
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